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The Whitechapel Gallery presents the first major UK survey of British 
photographer, film-maker and installation artist Zarina Bhimji. 
 
The exhibition traces the development of her work over the last 25 
years and premieres her new film, Yellow Patch (2011), inspired by 
trade and immigration routes across the Indian Ocean between India 
and Africa. 
 
Bhimji, who was nominated for the Turner Prize in 2007, creates poetic 
photographs and films which capture human traces in empty 
landscapes and buildings, often focusing on places haunted by their 
histories.  The Whitechapel Gallery exhibition features her debut film 
Out of Blue (2002) alongside previously unseen photographic series and 
storyboards, and early installations from the 1980s. 
 
The exhibition opens with the part one of the film Yellow Patch (2011), shot 
on location in India.  An exploration of space with a characteristically 
evocative use of sound, the film focuses on distinct details of the landscape 
and architecture.  It is simultaneously premiered at the Whitechapel Gallery, 
London, and The New Art Gallery, Walsall. The Whitechapel Gallery 
presentation displays for the first time storyboards relating to Bhimji’s in-
depth research process for Yellow Patch, the second part of which takes 
place in east Africa. 
 
The film Out of Blue (2002) opens with a panning shot of the beautiful 
countryside of Uganda, but this is soon disturbed by a soundtrack of 
fire, birds and human voices. 
 
Shown alongside these films are works developed early in the artist’s 
career.  These include the multimedia installation, She Loves to 
Breathe: Pure Silence (1987), which is an investigation of immigration 
protocol in Britain during the 1970s, and a set of giant polaroids shot 
in the Victoria and Albert Museum’s Gamble Room from 1989.  
Previously unseen sketches and development work for the films, 
lightboxes and large format photographs from the Love series (2001-
06), taken in Uganda as part of the research that led to the film Out of 
Blue (2002), Red and Wet  series (2000-12), and landscape 
photographs of Zanzibar taken in 1998 are also on view. 
 
Notes for Editors 

• Zarina Bhimji, born in Mbarara, Uganda in 1963, is a 
photographer, filmmakerand installation artist who lives and 
works in London. She was born to Indian parents, and moved to 
Britain in 1974, two years after the expulsion of Uganda’s Asian 
community in the Idi Amin era. Bhimji received a BA in Fine Art 
from Goldsmiths, University of London in 1987, and an MA in Fine 

 



Art from the Slade (University of London).  Her group exhibitions 
following that, including From Two Worlds at the Whitechapel 
Gallery in 1986, and In/sight at the Guggenheim Museum, New 
York, 1996.  She was nominated for the Turner Prize in 2007; was 
artist-in-residence at the DAAD programme in Berlin, and 
debuted the film Out of Blue at Documenta XI, Kassel, Germany, 
in 2002; and she received a Paul Hamlyn Foundation award in 
1999.  She has exhibited extensively in solo and group exhibitions, 
including most recently at the Art Institute of Chicago (2009); Tate 
Liverpool (2007); Tate Britain (2003), and the Hayward Gallery 
(2006).  Her work is held in collections including Tate, UK, The 
Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago, USA, and Moderna 
Museet, Sweden. 

• Zarina Bhimji is organised by the Whitechapel Gallery and will 
tour to Kunstmuseum Bern from 17 August- 14 October 2012. 

• Zarina Bhimji  is curated by Achim Borchardt-Hume, Chief 
Curator, Whitechapel Gallery.  

• Zarina Bhimji is accompanied by a new fully-illustrated 
catalogue, the first monograph dedicated to her work, including a 
specially commissioned essay by TJ Demos and an interview 
between Bhimji and Achim Borchardt-Hume, Chief Curator, 
Whitechapel Gallery, priced £24.95, supported by the Acne 
White/Art T-Shirt Project. 

• The artist is creating a limited edition artwork in support of the 
Whitechapel Gallery’s exhibitions and education programme. The 
film Yellow Patch (2011) is simultaneously premiered at the 
Whitechapel Gallery, London, and The New Art Gallery, Walsall, 
where it is on display from 20 January – 14 April 2012. Artsadmin 
is the Executive Producer for Yellow Patch. The film was co-
produced by Outset Contemporary Art Fund, de Appel arts centre, 
The New Art Gallery Walsall and has been supported by Arts 
Council England, and individual donors. 

 
Visitor Information 

Opening times: Tuesday – Sunday, 11am – 6pm, Thursdays, 11am – 9pm.  
Admission free. Whitechapel Gallery, 77 – 82 Whitechapel High Street, 
London E1 7QX. Nearest London Underground Station: Aldgate East, 
Liverpool Street, Tower Gateway DLR. T + 44 (0) 20 7522 7888 
info@whitechapelgallery.org whitechapelgallery.org 
 
For further press information please contact: 

Rachel Mapplebeck on 020 7522 7880, 07811 456 806 or email 

RachelMapplebeck@whitechapelgallery.org 

Daisy Mallabar on 020 7522 7871 or email 

DaisyMallabar@whitechapelgallery.org 


